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About the Seminar

Red Oleanders, also known as RaktakaraET,
stands as a pinnacle in Tagore's
repertoire, showcasing the brillianee of hi
multifaceted mind. Throughout(its pageg
seekers ha\‘{e delved beneath tfaé surface,
unraveling its depths. Notably, Raktakarabt
finds its place within Tagore's symbolic
“period (1922-1932), a time of profound
exploration within the realm of drama.
Within its symbolic framework, the play
s’eérﬁlessly weaves together themes of

_— A ! . R |
, Materialism versus humanism, industry
“versus agriculture, and the clash between

possessive greed and selfless Iove.i It
serves 'as a poignant indictment of the
perils jof unchecked industrialism while
exalting the enduring virtues of love, life,
and the natural world. With its rich
symbolism, evocative language, and lyrical
resonance, R'ed Oleanders stands as a
literary * masterpiece, on par with tHJe
greatest works of drama worldwide. ;

FREE

REGISTRATION

ALL TEACHERS & THE
STUDENTS OF ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT ARE INVITED
TO REGISTER FOR FREE

Program Schedule

14TH SEPTEMBER, 2022 ;
10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
REGISTRATION

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. |
INAUGURATION CEREMONY | =
11:00 a.m.to 01:00 p.m. |
LECTURE SESSION -'*-

01:00 p.m. to 01:30 p.m.
TIFFIN BREAK

01:30 p.m. to 02:30 p.m.
Q&A SESSION

02:30 p.m. to 03:00 p.m.
VALEDICTORY SESSION &
CERTIFICATE DISTRIBUTION
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A Report on

One Day State Level Seminar

On the Topic:

The Department of English and IQAC of JRM College hosted a day-long state-level
seminar on September 14th, 2022, centered around the topic "Exploring Nature,
Gender, and Ecology: A Close Reading of Rabindranath Ta gore’s Red Oleanders." This
academic pursuit aimed to unravel the nuanced connections between nature, gender
roles, and ecological awareness intricately symbolised in Tagore's literary gem the Red
Oleanders/Raktakarabi,

TAll the students and the faculty members of English Departments and literary
enthusiasts crowded the Seminar Hall of Jatindra Rajendra Mahavidyalaya punctually
at 10:30 am and registration process promptly commenced. The Hall was resounded
with the clapping of the students intending to welcome when the honoured patron of
the seminar Smt. Geetali Bera and the resource person Prof. Nilofar Yasmin
accompanied by the honourable HOD entered the Seminar Hall. The program was
presided over the by the patron. The patron delivered a short speech, to greet and
welcome the subject experts, professors and above all the students. Then a group of
four girls led by Prof. Kuheli Chaudhury conducted the felicitation of the distinguished
guests on the stage with
offer of bouquets and
uttariyas. The inaugural
session came to an end
with  the introductory
speech delivered by HOD
and the vice patron of the
program, Prof. Abdul
Halim Shaikh. Finally,
Prof. Yasmin began her
keynote speech on the
topic at 11:45 am. Notahly,
Smt. Geetali Bera, the
respected TIC of the
college, served as the chief
patron of the program,
thereby lending it an air of
authority and
significance.

Prof. Yasmin heautifully introdnced Rabindranath Tagore to the andience highlighting
the versatility of Tagore’s genius. She expressed her sheer astonishment and wonder
at the towering personality and stipend us literary ouvre that Tagore left behind. She
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also remarked that it is a matler of regret and sorrow that Tagore, the dramatist is
often neglected in contemporary. And discussed in brief the greatness of Tagore as a
playwright before delving deep of the thematic explanation of Tagore’s dramatic
masterpiece Red Oleanders. She opined that Red Oleanders is undoubtedly one of the
greatest miracles of world theatre, a piece of wonder. She talked briefly on the
challenges of theatrical presentation of the play, which took almost thirty years to
successfully present the play on the stage. Nandini is the central protagonist and she
is the symbol of freedom. She is the most illusively beautiful female character ever
depicted by Tagore in his entive literary production. Besides the exquisite beauty and
grace she holds a great command of personality, everybody loves her, dreams to have
her, but she only plays for freedom, the ultimate liberation. In a dismal background of
colliery she stands out to be undisputed leader and led the workers to wage a war
against the tyrannical king. It is a tragic play. Nandini’s pursuit of her lover, Ranjan,
ends in tragedy, as they are all found dead at the end of the play.

Tagore is the most unbiased and liberal in his outlook to the gender. He created
Nandini with outmost love and care. All the charms of beanty in nature are
incorporated in the persona of Nandini. She truly represents the soul of nature-the
undying soul of nature.

Marked by keen insights and academic rigor, Prof. Yasmin's discourse captivated the

audience, comprising students, faculty members, and literary enthusiasts alike.

k Engaging discussions ensued, with attendecs offering a plethora of diverse

- perspectives and interpretations, thereby enriching the collective understanding of
Tagore’s literary legacy.

The program culminated
with a vibrant question and
answer session, affording
participants an invaluable
opportunity to delve deeper
into the seminar’s themes.
As the day drew fo a close,
attendees  departed  the
Seminar Hall imbued with
enriched insights into the
timeless  relevance of
Tagore's exploration  of
nature, gender, and ecology
in “Red Oleanders,” thereby
reaffirming the enduring
significance of his literary oeunvre.

« The program concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. Amal Sarkar and other
honourable participants. In summation, the seminar proved to be a resounding
success, fostering an environment conducive to intellectual exchange and deepening
appreciation for the profound intersections between literature, nature, and the human
experience.
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